Avon N eth a I I Association

League Handbook

2026/27




7
o

Information for the 2026/27
PLEASE READ !

Dates for your diary End of Season Tournament Sat May 22nd
Annual General Meeting Thurs 27" May
Umpiring Requirements  Premier and Division 1 B award or above
Div 2 C award working to B (attended a B course and on the
approved mentoring list)
Divs 3-9 C award or above
Div 10 C award of approved Into

Please remember, it is not always feasible to travel between some of our venues to umpire consecutive matches. Umpires
who are asked to do this should decline. There will be points deducted for teams who provide umpires who are
consistently late. Games must start on time. Unless in an emergency, umpires must not umpire more than to matches ina
day.

If you are unable to field a team and wish to cancel, please let me know immediately. You must also let your opponents
know in good time so that they can make their arrangements. You will need to tell the teams that were due to umpire
your match that they do not need to send umpires. Lastly, you will still need to fulfill your umpiring duty and will have to
provide the other umpire on behalf of your opponents. Remember, if you cancel then you lose the points and generate a
score of 20-0 to your opponents

If you wish to postpone your game, please refer to League Regulations regarding the correct procedure.
Players under 14 are not permitted to play in the league without prior permission of the League Committee.

Please make sure that all players are members of England Netball. Checks will be made and any teams found playing an
unregistered player will lose points.

Please remember to send your score to your division rep. by 6pm on the day of the match. If you cannot reach her, then
please contact me instead. We may also be using an electronic result system this season — details to follow. We will not
be phoning round for scores - remember, no score, no points. In addition, a photo of the official scorecard must be sent to
Jennie Burton (jenniebennie@hotmail.co.uk )preferably straight after the match, but if not possible, then within 24 hours
of the game.

Promotion/relegation. PLEASE BE AWARE, it is likely that this season, it will continue to be 2 up and 3 down. Whilst
we will always endeavor to promote 2 teams, there may be a need to relegate 3 teams if there needs to be a space made to
accommodate relegation from the Regional League. In addition, we still have many divisions with 11 teams again this
season. This isn’t ideal, and we aim to return as many divisions as possible to 10 teams. This could therefore mean that
more than 2 teams may be relegated from those divisions of 11

Please be reminded that contact details in this fixture list are confidential and should not be shared with any outside
agency, or published on any website. Clubs breaching this condition will risk suspension from the league.

Lastly, have a good season. If you have a problem, then please don’t hesitate to contact the appropriate committee
member.


mailto:jenniebennie@hotmail.co.uk

AVON COUNTY NETBALL ASSOCIATION — LEAGUE REGULATIONS

1. The Avon Netball League shall be governed and managed by the Avon Netball County Committee (ANA). The
decisions of the ANA in respect of these rules and regulations, and on any other matter relating to the League
which is not provided for below, shall be considered final and binding on all parties ( subject to the right of appeal
which is provided for under England Netball’s disciplinary regulations). It is the responsibility of all club secretaries,
coaches and captains to ensure all players and officials are conversant with the rules and regulations.

1.1 Any team or official who intends to raise a query or complaint regarding the playing of a match, e.g. an
incorrect player, must inform their opponents and the umpires on the day of the match. The query/complaint
must be received by the League Secretary within 7 days of the match.

1.2 Any query/complaint will be dealt with in the first instance by a sub-committee of the ANA, who will endeavor
to provide a ruling on the issue within 10 days.

1.3 In the event that an appeal is lodged against the decision of this sub-committee, an Appeals Panel will be
convened. The decision of this Appeals Panel will be binding on all parties. The panel will have the authority
to endorse the decision of ANA and uphold any penalty; endorse the decision of ANA and increase or
decrease any penalty; overturn the decision of ANA and increase, decrease or overturn any penalty.

1.4 Any complaint which does not concern the playing of a match or the result, but is made in respect of a
disciplinary offence against a player or official, will be addressed in the first instance by an Investigation
Committee who will act in accordance with England Netball’s disciplinary regulations. This committee will
present their findings to the main AN committee to decide an appropriate penalty, or, in the case of serious
misconduct, may refer the complaint to England Netball.

2. Participation in the Avon Netball League is for senior teams, although junior players under 16 may
participate as part of a senior team. Teams consisting wholly of juniors are not permitted. Any teams using
players who are U16 (school year 11 and below) must have at least three senior players on court at all

times. Teams who fail to maintain this ratio will be subject to the deduction of 2 points for each match
affected.

Clubs who have U18 members MUST have a designated Safeguarding Lead who has completed the
UK Coaching Safeguarding In Sport course and has a DBS check through England Netball. No other
Safeguarding courses or DBS checks are acceptable. Coaches should also have completed the above
Course and DBS check.

3 All matches will be played on dates arranged by the League Secretary.
3.1 Each match will consist of a full length game of four quarters of 15 minutes and be governed by current
EN rules. Copies of these rules can be found on the EN website.
3.2 Points will be awarded as follows : - 5 pts for a win, 3 for a draw, 2 pts if within 5 goals and 1 pt if the
losing team scores over 50% of the winning team’s score. Winning teams must notify their Divisional Rep of
the score by 6pm on the day of the match. In the event of a draw, both teams should pass on the result. If
unable to contact the Div.Rep., the League Secretary should be contacted direct.
3.3 Teams that submit scores late will be deducted one point for each occasion this occurs.
3.4 At the end of the season, numbers of teams involved in promotion and relegation will be decided by the
League Committee. Teams that tie on points shall have their positions determined as follows:
e Goal average shall be used to determine positions - the team with the higher average score over the course
of the season shall take precedence.

¢ Inthe event that goal average does not differentiate between the teams, then goal difference shall be applied-
precedence shall be given to the team with the greater difference between goals scored and goals conceded

¢ In the event that goal difference does not differentiate between the teams, then the team with the greatest
number of goals scored shall take precedence

¢ In the event that applying the above cannot differentiate between the teams, the aggregate score in the
match or matches played between them over the course of the season shall be calculated and precedence
given to the winning team.

4. Players may only represent one club at any one time within the league during the season. If a player wishes to
leave an existing club and join another part way through the season, she must apply to the League Secretary,



stating her reasons for leaving. The League Committee reserve the right to approach both clubs prior to making a
decision. Players wishing to change club must not play for their new club until a) notification has been received
from the League Secretary and b) a minimum 2-week period (from the time of the request) has elapsed. Teams
playing players who have not informed the League Secretary will be liable to loss of points ( 2 points per player per
game) and loss of deposit. A player may not transfer to another club after Feb 27t 2027, unless in exceptional
circumstances.

5 Each CLUB must send a representative to the AGM. Failure to do so will result in a fine, which will be loss of
deposit.
6. A League Affiliation fee must be paid per team by the date stipulated by the League Committee. The fee will

be ratified at the AGM.

7 Each club must affiliate to the County and each player to EN as stipulated in the Constitution. Failure to do so
will render the club ineligible to play in the League. Teams playing unregistered players will be liable to the
loss of 5 points for each occasion any such player has played, and loss of deposit.

7.1 Players playing in the Avon League must be first registered ( a primary member) to the club they are
representing unless covered by Rule 3. If a club wishes to second affiliate a player who is a primary
member of another club from a different league, permission must be sought from the League
Secretary. No more than two 2" claim players per season may be registered. Primary members of
regional teams may not second affiliate to play in the Avon League. In addition, players who already
play for an Avon club may not 2" affiliate to another Avon club to play within the Avon League, unless
covered under rule 3.

7.2 No player under 14 may play in the league without permission from the League Committee. When
seeking permission, evidence that the player concerned is physically and emotionally ready to play
senior netball will be required — e.g. from an ADC coach/ satellite academy coach

8. Matches will be played at netball centres decided upon by the County Committee. Postponements are only
allowed at the discretion of the League Committee. Any such requests must be made in writing to the League
Secretary at least one month in advance of the game, unless for unforeseen circumstances.

8.1 If two or more players are participating in an EN organised event of which the League Committee
is aware, a request for postponement will be automatically granted.
Postponements for any other reason will be dealt with at the discretion of the League Committee.

8.2 A team allowed to postpone will still have to fulfil its umpiring commitments for the Saturday
concerned by providing the TWO UMPIRES required.

8.3 Except in the case of bad weather, postponed games must be played within 6 weeks of the original
date. The team not responsible for the postponement must offer a minimum of 4 dates, of which at
least one should be at the weekend. Once the date has been agreed and confirmed, the match must
be played or forfeited by the team unable to play.

8.4 If a game is abandoned, a report should be made to the League Secretary by both teams and the
umpires. Captains and umpires need to discuss very carefully why they consider the game needs to be
abandoned before doing so. The League Committee, taking due regard of the score, will decide the
outcome of the game, but in general results will stand if a game is abandoned due to injury or bad

weather during the 3% or 4thquarter.

8.5 If a team concedes during a game, the umpires should sign both score cards, stating the name of the
team conceding.

8.6 Postponements due to weather conditions will only be authorized by the League Secretary, or in
his/her absence, by a representative from the county committee. In times of bad weather, when
matches are in doubt, division reps will contact clubs concerned and notifications will be posted on the
Avon Netball and Avon Umpires Facebook pages.

8.7 If reserve dates are used for re-arranged games, teams unable to fulfil their fixtures on these dates
must apply for a postponement within the specified timescale given. No postponements will be granted
outside of this period unless covered by rule 7.1

8.8 If ateam is unable to play and concedes their game, a score of 20-0 will be awarded to the non-
defaulting team. The team conceding must provide both umpires and scorers for the corresponding
umpiring commitment.

9. Each club must have registered to them the appropriate umpire(s), qualification as stated on the current
fixture list, to officiate at their designated matches. There must be the correct number of umpires for the
number of teams entered.

9.1 In the event of only one umpire being present at a match, the game will be postponed. The teams
concerned shall arrange a mutually convenient date and venue for the match to be replayed. The
team who failed to supply the umpire shall be subject to the conditions outlined in Rule 10.

9.2 Itis a League requirement that clubs use their own umpires for over 50% of their total matches.
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Matches that are postponed will not be included in the total % needed. Teams who do not fulfil this
requirement will be subject to loss of points as follows: 15 points deducted if less than 25%, 10 points if
between 26 — 50 %. Clubs who do not have the required number and qualification of umpires will be subject
to withheld points, which will be released once qualification has been attained, as follows:

C award - 25% of points will be released once the required number have attended an Into Umpiring

course. A further 25% will be released once an Into assessment has been passed. This will be followed by

a further 25% once the required number have attended a C course. Full points will be awarded on the

candidates have completed a C assessment, irrespective of whether they meet the criteria for assessment.

All requests for assessment must be received by 14t March 2027.

B award — clubs will be allowed two consecutive seasons for the required number of umpires to attain the B

award. During the first of those seasons, the prospective umpire (s) must have completed a B award

course.. During the second season ( or before if appropriate), the prospective umpire must have an
assigned mentor who has been appointed by the Avon Netball umpiring committee. Trainee B award
umpires who have been cleared to umpire in Div 1 must have an annual reaccreditation to ensure the
appropriate standard is being met.

9.3 There is no extra time allowed for umpires to travel between venues. Games must start at the time
specified on the fixture list. Umpires who persistently arrive later than 5 minutes after the start time of
their game may incur a fine for the club they were umpiring for.

9.4 Each team shall provide a scorer to accompany their umpire. Teams that fail to provide scorers may
face loss of deposit. Persistent offenders will also be subject to the loss of 1 point on each occasion.

In the event of a team failing to fulfil their umpiring commitment, they will be deducted 2 points, lose their
deposit and incur all the expenses of the rearranged match. The deposit must be repaid by the date stipulated
by the League Secretary to enable the team to continue playing in the league.
10.1  Second and subsequent offences of failing to provide an umpire will result in the loss of deposit and
loss of 5 points each time. Persistent offenders may face suspension from the league.
10.2 A team who is unable to fulfil their umpiring commitment must inform the teams they are due to

umpire by 2 pm of the Thursday before the match. The defaulting team will be: a) responsible for
the expenses of the rearranged game b) responsible for paying the umpires sent by the postponed teams
who still have to fulfil their duty umpiring the defaulting team’s match.

An initial deposit of £20 must be lodged with the Treasurer when first entering the League. This is refundable
in the event of a team retiring from the League at the end of the season, providing all their commitments have
been fulfilled. If a team withdraws before the end of the season, the deposit is forfeited.
11.1 The deposit is also used as a fine for breach of rules. When repaying a deposit due to a fine, it
increases to £30.
11.2 New teams will join the League in the lowest division, unless the League Committee uses its
discretion to place them in a higher position.

Teams will take to the court at the allotted time once both umpires are present. Play will start provided both
teams have 5 or more players. Teams must take to the court with 5 players. If one team has not arrived or
has fewer than 5 players present, once the match start time is reached, the umpires will start timing and for
each full minute that the defaulting team does not take to the court, they will award one goal to the non-
offending team. Once the late team has arrived, play can start but the first quarter will end 15 mins from when
the umpires first started their watches. There will be no extension of time, or starting of the game from the
beginning because of the late arrivals. When the late team arrives, timing and awarding of goals continues
whilst they prepare themselves to take the court.

If after 15 mins the absent team has not arrived then the game will be awarded to the team that is present,
unless a genuine reason is offered by the defaulting team. If the game is awarded, the goal fine will not count.

At the start of the season, each club must fill in a squad sheet, which should be returned to the League
Secretary. Specific rules are in place regarding the eligibility of named squad members. Please see the Player
Category Sheet guidelines for specific details.

Pregnancy. Avon Netball have adopted the EN rules regarding pregnancy in umpires and players. Please see
current EN guidance.

Discipline. Clubs are reminded that they are responsible for their players and spectators. Rough or dangerous
play, verbal or physical intimidation, misconduct or other inappropriate conduct will not be tolerated, and will
be dealt with according to EN’s discipline code.

Any item not covered by these regulations will be dealt with at the League Committee’s discretion.

From July 2026 all previous Rules and Regulations are hereby revoked.



COUNTY & LEAGUE OFFICERS - 2026/27

POSITION NAME & CLUB E-MAIL
Chair Judith Groves jude.groves@btinternet.com
Vice Chairs Jennie Burton jenniebennie@hotmail.co.uk

Chris Green Greener5@hotmail.com
Treasurer Catherine Hassall catherine hassall@hotmail.com

County Secretary

Justine Welch

justine.Welch@marshcommercial.co.uk

Senior League Julie Dyer avonleaguesecretary@gmail.com
Secretary

Junior League Sue Price sue2ade@yahoo.co.uk

Secretary

County Officiating
Leads

Denise Snow
Gemma Cowan

avonnetballcol@gmail.com

Coaching Secretary

Frankie Nutt

francesca.nutt@btinternet.com

Schools’ Officer

Safeguarding
Officer

Julie Dyer

julie.dyer@btinternet.com

Booking
Administrator

Adele Tredoux

avonnetballbookings@outlook.com

Website
Administrator

Jacqui Page

jacquipagel8@hotmail.co.uk

Netball Dev.
Officer

Kerry Books

Kerry.Brooks@englandnetball.co.uk

C award
assessment Co-
ordinator

Karen Hill

Hill.k7 @outlook.com

Into award
assessment co-
ordinator

Sandra Nash

sandra.nash@me.com

Premier Rep

Gemma Cowan

gemmalcowan@gmail.com
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FIXTURES 2026/27

PREMIER

1 — Bristol Storm

2 — Crossbow 2

3 — Bradley Stoke

4 — Airborne

5 — SGS Independents
6 — Genesis

7 — Mavericks Hawks
8 — Imperial

9- TJ Saracens

DIVISION ONE

1 — Crossbow 3

2-Fry

3 — Team Bath 1

4 — Harlequins

5 — Bath Cougars 3

6 — TJ Saracens 2

7 — Sparks

8 — Mangotsfield Dragons
9 — Chipping Sodbury

DIVISION TWO

1 — Brandon

2 — Team Bath 2

3 — Bristol & West

4 — Team Titans

5 — Chipping Sodbury 2
6 — Panthers

7 — Bristol Romans 4

8 — Ashton Aces

9- Almondsbury

10 — Winterbourne 10 — Genesis 2 10 — Nexus
11 - Skybound
DIVISION THREE DIVISION FOUR DIVISION FIVE
1 - Mangotsfield Dragons 2 1 — Imperial Fusion 2 1 — Thornbury
2 — SGS Independents 2 2 — Olveston 2 2 — Mangotsfield Dragons 3
3 — Bradley Stoke 2 3 — Sparks 2 3 — Mangotsfield Dragons 4

4 - Emu

5 — Jets

6 - Olveston

7 — Panthers 2

8 — Bristol Storm 2

9 — Easton Cowgirls Black
10 — Bristol & West 2

11 - Longwell Lightning

4 — Ashton Aces 2
5 — Imperial 3

6- Fry2

7 — Genesis 3

8 — Wired

9 - Bristol Storm 3
10 — Crossbow 4
11 - New Blues

4 — Doves

5 — Team Bath 3

6 — Airborne 2

7 — Brandon 2

8 — Firebirds

9 — Winterbourne 2

10 — Skylarks

11 — Sherston Shooters

DIVISION SIX
1 — SGS Independents 3
2 — Harlequins 2

3 - Jets 2
4 — Qasis
5 — Phoenix

6- TJ Saracens 3

7 — Crossbow 5

8 — Hanham Hotshots
9 — Skybound 2

10 — Brandon 3

11 — Bristol & West 3

DIVISION SEVEN

1 — Panthers 3

2 — Avon Arrows

3 — Bristol Storm 4

4 — Team Bath 4

5 — Bath Cougars 4

6 — Bradley Stoke 3
7—-Emu?2

8 — Brislington

9- Optimum Diamonds
10 — Airborne 3

11 — Easton Cowgirls Orange

DIVISION EIGHT

1 - Sparks 3

2 — Chipping Sodbury 3
3 — Olveston 3

4 — New Blues 2

5 - TJ Saracens 4

6 — Imperial 4

7 — Chipping Sodbury 4
8 — Tigers

9 — Longwell Lightning 2
10 — Mangotsfield Dragons 5
11 — Comets

DIVISION NINE

1 — - Harlequins 3
2 — Phoenix 2

3 - Wired 2

4—- Fry3

5 - UBNC

6 — Mangotsfield Dragons 6
7-Jets 3

8 — Optimum Hearts
9 — Skybound 3

10 - Thornbury 2

11 - Stoke Gifford

DIVISION TEN.

1 - TJ Saracens 5

2 - Stoke Gifford 2

3 — Bradley Stoke 4

4 — Harlequins 4

5 — Hanham Hotshots 2
6 — Harlequins 5

7 — Longwell Lightning 3
8 — Easton Cowgirls Stars
9-Fry4

10 — Tigers 2

11 — Skylarks 2




Fixtures for Divisions Premier and One, UWE.
Umpire Requirements - Prem and 1 - B award or above, unless approved by the umpiring committee

Date 9.30 11.15 1.00 2.40
Sep 5th 1v2 3v4 5v6 7v8
3 4 12 7 8 56
Sep 12th 3v5 4v6 8v 10 7v9
46 35 79 8 10
Sep 19th 7v10 8v 9 1v5 2vo6
8 9 7 10 26 15
Sep 26th 1v9 2v7 4v38 3v10
27 19 3 10 4 8
Oct 3rd 5v10 1v6 3v9 2v4
1 6 5 10 2 4 39
Oct 10th 1v4 6v7 2v3 5v8
6 7 14 58 23
Oct 17th 3v8 4v7 5v9 6v10
4 7 38 6 10 59
Nov 7 th 9v 10 6v38 2v5 1v7
6 8 9 10 17 25
Nov 14th 2v8 1v10 3v7 4v9
1 10 2 8 49 37
Nov 21st 6v9 4v5 2v10 1v3
4 5 6 9 13 2 10
Nov 28th 5v7 1v8 4v10 2v9
3v6 to be 1 8 57 29 4 10
played at St
Brendan’s — Prem-3v6 Divl-3v6
umpire each 36 36
other
Dec 5th 5v6 Tv8 1v2 3v4
78 56 3 4 12
Jan 9th 8v10 7v9 3v5 4v6
79 8 10 46 35
Jan 16th 1v5 2vo6 7v 10 8v 9
2 6 15 8 9 7 10
Jan 23rd 4v8 3v10 1v9 2v7
3 10 4 8 27 1 9
Jan 30th 3v9 2v4 5v10 1vé6
2 4 39 1 6 5 10
Feb 6th 2v3 5v8 1v4 6v7
58 23 6 7 14
Mar 6th 5v9 6v10 3v8 4v7
6 10 59 4 7 38
Mar 13th 2v5 1v7 9v 10 6v8
17 25 6 8 9 10
Mar 20th 3v7 4v9 2v8 1v10
49 37 1 10 2 8
Apr 17th 2v10 1v3 6v9 4v5
13 2 10 4 5 6 9
Apr 24" 4v 10 3v6 2v9 1v38
5v7tobe 3 6 4 10 1 8 2 9
played at St
Brendan’s — Div 1 only — Prem 5 v 7 to be
neutral 5v7 arranged on a mutual
umpires date




Fixture for Divisions Two - Ten

Venues — Div 2 Abbeywood School.

Div 6 — Sir Bernard Lovell School.

Divisions 3 and 4 — City Academy.
Divisions 7 and 8 — St Brendan’s

Div 5 Lyde Green Secondary School.
Divisions 9 and 10 Oasis Academy Brislington.

Umpire requirements — Div 2 B award or approved C award. All other divisions C award plus approved Into in Div 10. Approvals
to umpire Divs 2 and 10 are made by the umpiring committee.

Additional games Divs 2-5 to be played at Trinity School.
Date 9.30 11.15 1.00 2.40 Div 2- 9.30 Div3 - 11.15 Umpire each other
Div 4 -1.00 Div5- 2.40 Umpire each other
Div6  9.30 at St Brendan’s sports hall — neutral umpires
Divs 7-10 usual venues. Div7-9.30 Div 8 —11.15
Div9- 930 Div10-11.15
Umpire each other as usual.
Sep 5th 1v2 5v6 3vi4 7v 8
56 12 7 8 3 4
Sep 12th 4v 10 2v1l 1v5 3v9 6 v7
2 11 4 10 39 15
Sep 19th 1vé6 2v9 3v8 4v5 10v11
29 16 45 38
Sep 26th 2v5 1v7 9v 1l 8v 10
17 25 8 10 9 11
Oct 3rd Tv 11 2v8 9v 10 1v3 NOTE - St Brendan’s unavailable today. Div 7 to play
2 8 7 11 13 9 10 indoors at Trinity School. Div 8 to play at Oasis Brislington.
Oct 10th 3v10 1v4 5v7 6vll 8v9O
1 4 3 10 6 11 57
Oct 17th 2v7 4v9 3vo 5v8
4 9 27 58 36
Nov 7 th 3v7 5v9 1vl1l 2v10 4v6
59 37 2 10 1 11
Nov 14th 3v5s 7v 10 2v6 4v 11 1v8
7 10 35 4 11 2 6
Nov 21st 6v8 2v4 5v10 1v9 3vi1l
2 4 6 8 19 5 10
Nov 28th 8vll 6v9 1v10 2v3 4v7
6 9 8 11 2 3 1 10
Dec 5th 6v10 4v8 5vi1l 7v9
4 8 6 10 79 5 11
Dec 12th 3v4 7v 8 1v2 5v6
7 8 3 4 56 12
Jan 9th 1v5 3v9 4v10 6v7 2vi1l
39 15 67 4 10
Jan 16th 3v8 10v11 1vé6 2v9 4v 5
10 11 38 29 16
Jan 23rd 9v il 8v 10 2v5 1v7
8 10 9 11 17 25
Jan 30th 9v 10 1v3 7v1l 2v8
13 9 10 28 7 11
Feb 6th 5v7 6vll 3v 10 1v4 )
6 11 57 1 4 3 10
Feb 27th 3vb6 5v8 2v7 4v9
58 36 4 9 27
Mar 6th Ivll 2v 10 3v7 5v9 4v6
2 10 1 11 59 37
Mar 13th 2v6 4v11 1v8 7v 10 3v5s
4 11 2 6 7 10 1 8
Mar 20th 5v10 1v9 6v38 2v4 3 vl
19 5 10 2 4 6 8
Apr17th 1v10 2v3 8§vll 6v9 4v7
23 1 10 6 9 8 11
Apr 24th 7v9 4v8 5vi11 6v10
4 8 79 6 10 511




